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entirely disproportionate to what seems to be the
importance of original lesion.
Dr. F. C. Shattuck reported briefly cases of
ACUTE CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS,
and showed one or two patients from the wards.
Dr. Wright : Cerebro-spinal meningitis is a disease
characterized by a purulent infiltration of the meninges
of the brain and cord. The pneumococcus and various
other organisms have been found associated with this
condition. It has long been believed that the pneumo-
coccus was the most common cause of all forms of
cerebro-spinal meningitis and of purulent lepto-menin-gitis. In 1887 Weichselbaum, aud later others, called
attention to a certain organism in certain epidemic
cases. These observations were confirmed in 1895 byJaeger, who maintained that this organism is the cause
of the epidemic form of the disease. This idea I do
not think is altogether borne out by the facts, but it
seems very probable that a large proportion of casesof the epidemic form of this disease are due to the in-fection by this organism of Weichselbaum.The present epidemic is apparently due to infection
with Weichselbaum's coccus. The organism has no
special difference from other cocci in its morphology.It is found inside the pus cells of the exúdate and
the appearances on direct microscopical examination
of the exúdate reminds one of the gonorrheal pus as
seen under the microscope. In cultural peculiaritiesthis organism differentiates itself from the gonococcusby the fact that it grows on ordinary culture media. Itis entirely different from the ordinary pyogenic cocci.In some cases it grows readily, in other cases it isdifficult to cultivate. In our autopsies here the exúdate
was very slight in amount and the microscopical ex-amination showed extremely small numbers of thisdiplococcus in the pus cells. Iu one case the micro-
scopical examination of the brain showed infiltration
of the cortex with leucocytes in addition to extensive
infiltration of the meshes of the pia. The culturesfrom both cases gave unsatisfactory results. Anatomi-
cally these two cases were remarkable by reason of the
small amount of exudation on the surface of the menin-
ges, by the coincidence of pericarditis iu one and of
areas of softening in the frontal lobes in the other.
There was an endocarditis in the other case.
The experience of other pathologists in Boston
who have made cultures from these cases is very muchlike ours here. They have found the organism ex-
tremely difficult to cultivate from the autopsy. From
spinal punctures, however, for some reason or other
the attempts have been more successful and I saw not
long ago a spinal puncture in which there was an
enormous amount of leucocytes present and many of
them filled with this organism. From the fluid thus
obtained Dr. Wentworth obtained numerous colonies
of the characteristic organism. It is rather difficult
to explain this negative result of autopsy culture. It
may be explained by the fact that the organism has a
certain slight vitality in the tissues, causes the trouble
and dies out much iu the same way that the gonococcus
infects the Fallopiau tubes, causes suppuration anddies out and the tubes are found sterile.
Dr. Townsend: Iu one case that occurred in myprivate practice the inversion of the thermic curve was
very well marked for several days, the temperaturebeing normal at night and 103° to 105° iu the morn-ing. In another case I saw in consultation the tem-
perature remained normal nearly all the time. Thepatient was a small child, had frequent convulsionsand retraction of the neck, but at no time apparently
was the temperature elevated.
INTERMITTENT HYDRONEPHROSIS.
Dr. Maurice H. Richardson showed a patient
upon whom he had operated for intermittent hydrone-phrosis. The cause of the dilatation of the renal
pelvis was an obliquely inserted ureter. The principlefollowed was that of the Heinecke-Mikulicz opera-tion for stricture of the pylorus. Fenger had adaptedthis principle to strictures of the ureter and to himDr. Richardson was indebted for the suggestion of this
method for the relief of an obliquely inserted ureter.The patient, a nurse of twenty-eight, had hadintermittent pain in the region of the gall-bladder.Exploration showed a tumor of the kidney, evidently
a hydronephrosis. Further observation proved this
to be intermittent. It was determined to explore, andif possible to remedy the obstruction. The kidney
was exposed, and the ureter found so attached that
dilatation of the renal pelvis compressed the ureter.The insertion of the ureter was altered and its calibre
enlarged by first making a longitudinal cut throughboth pelvis aud ureter, and by then closing the cut
transversely.The patient made a complete recovery, and was ex-hibited in perfect health.
Recent Literature.
Hysteria and Certain Allied Conditions. By GeorgeJ. Preston, M.D. Small 8vo; pp. 298, with threeplates and thirteen illustrations.Philadelphia: P.Blakiston. Son & Co. 1897.
It is somewhat singular that, with the exception of
chapters in the recent systems of medicine, which
sometimes have almost attained the dignity of mono-graphs, we should have in English no work upon hy-steria which embodies the modern investigations uponthis disease. Dr. Preston's work, giving, as it does, aclear aud concise summary of the recent French trea-
tises, is therefore a welcome and useful publication.Dr. Preston has not only made a careful study of such
recent treatises as those of Pitres, Gilles delà Tourette
aud Richer, but he has also made a survey of the ear-lier literature, so that he gives an interesting sketch ofthe earlier theories as to the nature of the affection.
In two hundred and twenty pages he gives a historyof the disease aud the essential facts in regard to symp-tomatology aud diagnosis. To do this iu so limited a
space is something of an achievement, and he has con-
tented himself in the main with giving a synopsis ofthe recent French work with only an occasional addi-tion from his own personal experience. Iu this we
note two rather serious omissions. In the chapter on
etiology he scarcely speaks of the importance of traumain producing hysteria, although occasional reference to
to it is made elsewhere in the book. He says nothing,furthermore, as to the theories of Janet as to the
psychical nature of the varions symptoms of the dis-
ease, theories, which, although somewhat abstruse,
are nevertheless of importance in explaining the
anomalous character of certain symptoms and in prov-
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